list of suggestions for further reading at the end of each chapter.
The author makes the stated assumption that the reader will be familiar with the relevant aspects of basic sciences fundamental to nuclear medicine, and there is consequently very little treatment of these subjects or even of instrumentation. These omissions may limit the number of people who will benefit by reading the text.
The book has been printed in an unusual format, with the margins taking up almost half of the width of each page. The images are of poor quality: some are very small and some are not easy to understand; a few arrows would have helped interpretation. However, at a time when interdisciplinary teamwork is becoming essential in the development of any medical specialty, the author should be congratulated for his courage and effort in producing this volume. Topics such as arterial hypertension and ischaemic heart disease were chosen for their epidemiologic dimensions and the impact of changing concepts; the other topics chosen were new trends in surgery, drugs in cardiology and the use of new techniques. In all there are 45 short papers written by a distinguished group of international experts who contributed to the course. Short papers presenting abstracts inevitably limit the extent to which the reader may gain insight into the subject matter. References and bibliographies are included and are of help, though some papers contain neither. However, the book could serve for some as an easy introduction to the complexity of some unresolved questions in the cardiovascular field. Dr Van Rood starts off with an interesting chapter on high and low responsiveness in renal transplantation and the role of DRW6 and its abrogation, but it is a pity that the Kuwait experience, which is predominantly in the use of related living donors, has not examined in more depth the well recognized consanguinity in Middle East and similar populations, so those results can certainly not be extrapolated to the majority of transplantation units.
It is good to see the blood transfusion effect put into perspective and the chapters by Professor Starzl should be read by every new resident in transplantation surgery, if only to recognize the value of 20 years experience in transplantation. So many new residents in transplantation do not have any experience stretching much beyond 3 years. Many of the other chapters have been well recorded in the journals and other books, and do not add anything particular. There are some rather startling chapters, notably one on living related kidney transplantation in Turkey, which had an overall mortality of 26%, which must be a unique achievement. It is a pity that other Middle East experience, such as Damascus, Amman and Riyadh, is not included. The chapters on pancreas transplantation only emphasize what a difficult problem that is, and it is good to see in the chapter on cardiac transplantation accreditation to James Hardy in Mississippi, who did the first human cardiac transplant in 1964.
This book is well worth browsing through, but is unlikely to add to the general literature on transplantation.
GRANT WILLIAMS Consultant Urologist Charing Cross Hospital, London Viral Chemotherapy, vol 1 (International Encyclopedia of Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Section 111) D Shugar (ed) pp 573 £95 ISBN 0-08-029821-4 Oxford: Pergamon Press 1984 This is a substantial and detailed volume, one of a series on pharmacology and therapeutics. It starts with two excellent up-to-date and readable sections on virus classification and pathogenesis by the veteran virologist F Fenner, followed by a less satisfactory section on diagnosis and a short section on how viruses and drugs may be used in virus diseases. There is a useful and topical summary of the molecular mechanisms of virus replication. A comprehensive long chapter on the anti-influenza drug amantadine includes summaries of the results of the main experimental and clinical papers on the subject. Next, a series of chapters written from a mainly chemical viewpoint deal with the antiviral activity of metal ions and metal-chelating agents, aranucleosides and aranucleotides, iodinated pyrimidine deoxynucleosides, and azapyrimidine nucleosides. Finally there are chapters on singlestranded polynucleotides, photodynamic therapy for herpes simplex and immunopotentiating substances. The last-mentioned is easy for the non-immunologist to understand.
All the writers know their subject well and the chapters are in most cases clearly written with generous reference lists. There are some inconsistences in presentationthe clinician can find many details of the trials of amantadine, but the description of the clinical use of IUDR is either telescoped or anecdotal.
The last references in many chapters are for 1981, which explains why there are only a few passing references to acyclovir! The book is well produced and should be available in the library for anyone working in this field. These two volumes, the proceedings of a symposium held in November 1983, indicate the state of current research inl the field rather than a comprehensive review. However, the introductory chapters of each volume make a good attempt to
